Polycythaemia Vera with Nervous and Ocular Disorders.-E.
STOLKIND, M.D.
The patient, a man aged 55, for the last ten years has had periodic attacks of giddiness and diplopia and then he sees "wavy lines" floating in front of his eyes.
He is unsteady and staggers like a drunkard. The frequency of attacks varies from three times a week to once in two months. They generally last only a few minutes though occasionally 15 minutes to half an hour. The attacks weaken him thoughhe has never been unconscious; the onset is usually sudden though it is sometimes the result of prolonged concentration. Patient has suffered from depression and exhaustion for many years. Has had pain in the finger-tips of the left hand and sacro-iliac region for the last four years, almost every third day during the last nine months; pain in the tongue for over three years; also pain in various parts of the body. For the last seven years he has tired easily, especially after hurrying. Several methods of treatment have been tried. Before seeing me all the teeth had been removed but no improvement, resulted; patient does not use his artificial teeth for eating, and there are no dyspeptic symptoms. Venesection produced only very slight improvement (though in the case of a woman there was considerable temporary improvement). Benzole and potassium iodide produced no results.
In 1922 Dr. Douglas Webster gave eleven full applications of intensive Roentgen rays to the long bones. An improvement, which lasted for ten months, resulted, a blood-count showing R.B.C.s from 6,600,000 to 7,000,000. Then the nervous symptoms again appeared.
